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In summary

In June 2019, around 4,000 Year 7 and Year 8 students from 14 schools sat their 
end of year assessments. We analysed the results and mapped the distribution to 
the national 2018 GCSE distribution to predict their indicative GCSE maths grade.

There were 3 key findings from our analysis:

We found that students who use Sparx Maths have a 
higher predicted GCSE maths grade. 

Encouraging students to use Sparx Maths more each week, 
for example by completing their optional and target homework, 
can further help improve their predicted GCSE maths grade.

The results suggest that Sparx Maths can help pupil premium students 
progress at the same rate as non-pupil premium students.

We know that correlation does not prove causation. Our educational research 
team have found other evidence to demonstrate the positive effect of Sparx 
homework. See the results of our randomised controlled trial here.

What impact does Sparx Maths have 
on a student’s predicted GCSE grade?

Sparx student
classroom and homework

Non-Sparx 
student

Schools get extra funding from the government to help improve the 
attainment of their disadvantaged pupils, known as pupil premium.

Looking at how many hours students were using Sparx Maths for on a 
weekly basis, both in their class and at home, we found...

Based on a student with an average 
Key Stage 2 scaled score, not receiving 
pupil premium. 
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Hours a week spent on Sparx Maths questions in a school year
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Using Sparx Maths 
for 4 hours a week,
 on average, helps 

increase our students’ 
predicted GCSE result 

by 1 GCSE grade

1 GCSE 
grade
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We found that 
students using 
Sparx Maths, on 
average, have a 

higher predicted 
GCSE grade

The more time spent 
on Sparx questions...

...the higher the 
predicted GCSE grade

Based on a student with an average 
Key Stage 2 scaled score, not receiving 
pupil premium. 
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Nationally, the gap in attainment 
between pupil premium students 
and non-pupil premium students 
tends to widen throughout their 
school career.

We found that the positive effect 
on attainment of using Sparx 
Maths did not differ between 
pupil premium students and 
non-pupil premium students.

This suggests that Sparx Maths can help
pupil premium students progress at the 

same rate as non-pupil premium students.

Sparx student
homework only

We looked at how Sparx Maths affects a student’s predicted GCSE maths 
grade, both in a typical school using Sparx just for homework as well as a 
typical school using Sparx in their classroom also.

https://sparx.co.uk/impact/

